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REGULAR MEETING OF THE N 
MAYOR'S COMMISSION ON GROUP RELATIONS { 


JUNE 29, 1961 
Caxissioners present: 
А Chairman Alexander Mark 
Vice chairman Leonard Holman John Marks 
william Ashby Dro Mo Kaye 


Lantel 5. Anthony - | /— Charles Heyes 


The final meeting of the Mayor's Commission on Group Relations before 
] Me sive. guest. эы эш in сыг nb Бий Pt, Comte баШ 


` Alexander Mak on Thursday, June 29, 1961. А 


At this seeting nenbers of the Clergy Advisory Council alao attended: 
Those leren resent were Reverende Blake, Carey, Heimbold, McGregor, 


iesch, Kilgore, Mesaner, Rabo’ Turner and Rabbi Kline. 

Tha first order of busines was the lodging of two formal complaints 

uy Puerto Rican residents of ark. The first complaint was made by Mr. 

Joseph Rivers of Columbus Homes, 6h Teh Aveo, Newark. Не spoke through ёр 

| interpreter and described how he vas harassed, annoyed, abused and beaten - 
Uy а Newsrk polisaman described by Mr. Rivera аз Rocky, Badge 273. ur. 

kivers маз arrested апд brought before Judge Castellano in Marieipal Court. 

Ба was denied ап interpreter апі was sentenced but paroled because he had 

no previous record, He stated that he did not receive full due — 


ае Lew, n 


А Мг„ Lopes, friend of Rivera, also testified in behalf of Mr. Rivera, 
telling of the abuses in Columbus Homes against Puerto Ricans, Mr. Rivera | 

күлү he was being beaten, Mr, Pat Vitola, the Housing Project 
manager, was present ard did nothing to stop the ineident, Mr, Rivera 


also а Housing Project | an Venessio, 

who harasses and аплауз the Puerto Rican residents. ! 
— John Cahill moved: "That the Commission investigate ——— 

С һе Housing Manager Pat Vitola, the policeman - Badge 273 and the Housing 

` Guard; and request the Housing Authority and Police Department to do 
likewise". The motion vas put on the floor by Commissioner Torres, noved 
and seconded by Com, Holman. The vote on this motion was unanimous, 

The second complaint was filed by a Mrs. Gladys Irizarry, a social 
case worker at Martland Medical Center Mrs. Irizarry stated that she 
tried to rent an apertzent at 766 Вгоадиву, Newark, Ав she was about to - 

| give а deposit on the apartment, she was asked if she was Puerto Rican. 
She replied, "Yes", and the Supt. told her that Puerto Ricans were not 


wanted, - 


Dan Anthony, Director, to the that 


tie City does not have а Fair bractices Housing Ordinance. As of today, 


а State Law is pending in the Legislature on this aspect of Housing but 
` has not been passed. Therefore, we are legally handicapped in thin situa- 


ae ade 


| tion and сап only attempt an appeal to the owner's democratio attitudes. - 
Father Heimbold suggested that we write а letter to the apartment 
house omer on Comission stationery, strongly worded to exart moral 


pressure on the owner, Rabbi Turner suggested that we also try to get 


in touch with the owner's olergynan and exert moral pressure that way 


52 well. 


Е 1. Charles Hayes, ‘field worker with the Commission, described the | 
| | scholarships to the ‘Rutgers "In 1951, our ive Direc- 
tor, Daniel Anthony, in Cooperating with severel other Н, J. citizens, | 
began а program to educate responsible community leaders in азап rela- 
| tons, and for leadership in the human relations field, The program was 
sponsored by the V. C. C. J. and Division on Civil Rights, and held on the 


Rutgers U. Campus in New Brunewiok, N, J. Each year, the Camission on 
Group Relations offers several full scholarshipe to residents of Newark 
чо are comunity leaders or active in comunity work, This year the 
Comission awarded û of these scholarships and а special $100 user 
to William Erwin, а Newark high school guidance counselor, fur а 3 week 
Workshop for Teachers at Rutgers University. | 
mas is а unique program. There is nothing exactly ke it in the 
Country, I am asking a11 Commissioners and members of the Clergy Advisory 
(— Ocunoil to look around their neighborhoods and congregations for persons 
who might benefit from these highly wortiwhile experiences," 


Rabbi Turner suggested that we notify each menber of the clergy in 


‘maple time for then to announce the availability of these scholarships 
| from their pulpita, 


2. The next order of business маз an item of information on the Lower 


Clinton Hill Light Industrial Park controversy by Den Anthony, On Monday, 
К June 26th, a bus ride was sponsored by the Greater Newark Economie Devel - 
opment Comittee to Fairlawn, М. de, to view an ideal industrial park in 


i that area, Those present on the ride were mesbere of tho Urban League, 
І the emission on Group Relations and Clinton 1Н11 Neighborhood Couns. 


. This area covers 191 acres and included 19 industries. 
Clinton Hill area covers 219 acres, At this point, Mr. 


| с ов ker. — vho epis about the мап element of абад renewal, 


E Rev. Kilgore felt that industries could be located in a more advantegeous 


{ place than the center of the City. He felt that the outskirts were ideal. 
| . and that the problem of relocation is a major one because people do nob 
| lik» public housing and know that they cannot get adequate private housing E 
a С аа а city which does not heve adequate open cocupany laws, ———— "EE 


Comissioner Louis Pitts reiterated this idea and spoke from а personal 
point of view because of his residency in the area, Не stated that these 


people are tired of moving and do not want the homes they have worked so 


bora for destroyed. Same of the area must be cleared but not the hass 
; indiserininately. Comdssioner Holnan stated that niddle-incone housing І 
| will be constructed near the Prudential Apartments at $30 а гооп for those 

people relocated from the light industrial area, m 


3.  Chairmen Alexander Mark informed the Comission and Clergymen present 
or the Board of Education meeting on Thursday, June 29th at 2 Р.М. This 
meeting was conducted with the administrative staff of the Board of Educa- 


tion. Our purpose was to inform the Board of the many pressures that are‏ . ا 
being leveled on the Mayor's Comission to alleviate sone of these alleged‏ 
does in the Newark School System. The Board seemed reluctant to acknow!‏ 
р edge the presence of these abuses; and stated they меге blo out of‏ 


proportion by certain self-centered pressure groupe. They were not too 
| n over the Comission attempt to inform then of the actions taken by 


New York City School. System's Commission on Integration. 


be Charles Hayes reported the meetings of sub-comittess of the Clergy 
Advisory Council. In an effort to get our Clergy Advisory Council's :.. 
] imdinta aid in aress which the omission feels it needs this assistance, ] 
ме held several sub-comities nestings with the Clergy during the week of 
June 12th. These were held on Thüroday at 10 A.M. and 2 P.M, and on 
Friday, at 2 Р.М. The three sub-oomttees that met were: (1) Neighbor- 
hood relations, (2) Churoh-eentered social action ant (3) Education. 
These were not formal meetings but merely discussion sessions in 
which the staff explored with the С1егдулеп present just what the feelings 
of their community were as regards race relations, community cooperation. 
and соту spirit, | | | 


The Clergy Advisory Council suggested the топон: | 
4. 1 profiles of in Newark ‘should be 
drawn in an effort to bead off potential tensions and create Е 


greater cammnal harmony. 7 

В. Fields and problems to wich ve could address ourselves 

must be less ambiguous ani most be attacked positively. 

C. Ап adequate program must de planned to answer the cepa 

youth problans. | 

Rabbi Turner suggested we print а penphlet on sumer fun for youth 
in Newark, | А 
5. on July 12th at 8 Р.М. in Washington Park, en open public meeting - 
‘sponsored by the Camittee for Freedom Riders will take place, Janes 
Farner, national directar of CORE will be guest speaker, 


6. Mr. Anthony spoke of the Fair Housing Practices Ordinance of Newark 


which is now being drawn up by the American Jewish Congress, Alterations 
may be made when the Commission meets again in September, 

Chairman Mark suggested that we notify those organizations which 
have come to the Commission with complaints about housing and suggestione 
for а Fair Housing Practices Ordinance, and tell them of the progress in 
this matter, 

The Cn was notified of the death of Monsignor Cornelius Bayle 
by Father Thomas Carey of Our Lady Queen of Angels Church. It was 
suggested that @ note of condolence be sent to the Archbishop of Newark. 

The meeting was adjourned аё 10:25 P.M. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Chaska ( €: 


Charles J. Hayes 


